
Introduction  

Welcome to the latest edition of the 

SSCB newsletter.  The newsletter provides 

an update on current safeguarding issues 

that are relevant to frontline practice and 

the work of the Local Safeguarding  

Children Board (LSCB). The newsletter 

also provides links and signposts to  

national documents that you may find 

helpful in your day-to-day work.  

Whilst the Board have yet to make an  

appointment to the vacant role of  

Independent Chair, it has continued to 

fulfil its statutory obligations and is  

presently chaired on an interim basis by 

the vice-chair of the Board, Claire Parker.   

Since our last newsletter in autumn 2016 

some of the key areas of work that we 

have progressed include commissioning 

two Serious Case Reviews (details of 

which will form part of our upcoming 

newsletters); undertaking three  

multiagency audits (two of which are 

summarised on page 2 with details of the 

third to feature in our next newsletter); 

continuing to deliver a comprehensive 

programme of training across the  

multiagency partnership; leading on the 

development of a suite of regional  

policies and procedures involving 10 

LSCBs (see page 3 for further details); 

refreshing our Early Help Strategy 

(details of which will be included in our 

next newsletter); re-establishing our Risk  

Register and Challenge Log (as  

recommended in our 2016 peer review 

by the Local Government Association). 

We will also soon be launching a  

Safeguarding Survey in order to  

proactively engage with the  

partnership’s workforce in order to help 

identify needs, inform training and  

provide feedback on the effectiveness of 

SSCB.  Please keep an eye out for this! 

The Board is always interested in receiv-

ing your views and sharing information 

about good practice locally so if there 

are any items you would like to go in the 

next edition please contact 

lscb_sandwell@sandwell.gov.uk   
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Performance & Quality 

S175/157 Audit Update 
SSCB has initiated its annual Section 175/157 audit to assure itself that schools governing bodies, local education  

authorities and further education institutions are fulfilling their statutory safeguarding duties.   

 

The audit was revised to reflect the new Keeping Children Safe in Education statutory guidance and therefore a  

refreshed audit was rolled out on 17 October 2016.  The self-assessment audit is currently 90% complete across all 

Sandwell Schools, Academies and Colleges and feedback is being provided via Learning Communities or attendance 

at an assurance panel. 

 

If you are yet to fully complete your S175/157 audit SSCB encourages you to please do so.  If you require  

further support or information please contact lisa_burn@sandwell.gov.uk  
 

Domestic Abuse Audit learning 

As part of the SSCB multiagency audit calendar for 2016-2017 an 

audit in respect of ôDomestic Abuse; Are children and families safer 

following multi -agency involvement?õ took place on 14 November 

2016. 

 

Key findings were: 

¶ The audit highlighted that in 4 of the 5 cases audited  

agencies were successful in providing effective interventions 

resulting in the adult victim and children being safeguarded 

following high level domestic abuse.   The 5th case was  

current with ongoing work and therefore the effectiveness of 

the interventions had yet to be assessed.   

¶ There was little evidence of the child’s views being directly 

captured and quoted on agency audit submissions 

¶ None of the audit responses sighted the MARAC information/

actions or displayed a notification that the family has gone to 

MARAC 

¶ It was evident that the child and family’s culture and identity had 

not been explored or recorded  

The detailed findings and recommendations can be found here 

CSE & Missing Audit  

As part of the SSCB multiagency audit calendar for 2016-2017 

an audit in respect of ôCSE & Missing; Assessing Intervention 

through the childõs perspectiveõ took place on 23 September 

2016. 

 

Key findings were: 

¶ MASE meetings are effective in pulling together agency 

information about a child, and agencies and young  

people were well engaged in this process  

¶ Agencies were not as effective with interventions from the 

child’s perspective as they could have been 

¶ The records did not always explicitly demonstrate what the 

direct views of children and young people were or how 

direct work had been undertaken with them 

 

The detailed findings and recommendation can be found 

here 

mailto:lisa_burn@sandwell.gov.uk
http://www.sandwelllscb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Learning-notes-Domestic-Abuse-November-2016.pdf
http://www.sandwelllscb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Learning-notes-CSE-Missing-September-2016.pdf
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As many of you will be aware the Brighter  

Futures Perpetrator Programme has been  

running since September 2015. 

 

We welcome referrals from all agencies.   

The criteria for the service is: 

¶The client or the victim resides in Sandwell 

¶They are aged 16+ 

¶The client must be willing to disclose victim 

details 

 

We work with male and female perpetrators (in 

different groups, there will be no mixed gender 

groups), LGBT Clients and child to parent abuse.  

We will also try to arrange peer groups so that 

age, culture and sexuality will be taken into ac-

count wherever possible.   

 

Each course will be 10 sessions with each ses-

sion being for 1 ½ hours.  The course aims to 

look at a  positive future rather than a negative 

past and encourages the Client to have Goals 

regarding their intimate relationships and is run 

along a Solution Focussed Brief Therapy. 

 

Each referral will be individually assessed and 

interviewed to give the Client the best possible 

service which may include One-to-One meetings 

rather than group work where appropriate.  

 

Please note this course does not require Clients 

to have been involved in the Criminal Justice 

System and  is a  completely voluntary pro-

gramme. 

 

Following any referrals to us we will make every 

effort to contact the Client within 48 hours and 

any services  involved, including the referrer will 

be notified of the receipt of referral and any sub-

sequent meetings for pre-assessments.   

We will also send out Agency Feedback Forms on a 

weekly basis to the referrer and, if requested, any 

other agencies involved in the care and support of 

the Client to inform of attendance and participa-

tion in the groups. 

 

We accept self referrals as well as agency referrals.   

However if the client is working with an agency we 

would request a referral from that particular  

agency. 

 

  

 

 

 

Brighter Futures Domestic Violence Perpetrator Programme 

If you would like more details about the DVPP or would like to make a referral please contact: 

 

Tel: 0121 558 7812 or Email: brighter.futures@fryha.org.uk 
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Regional Policies & Procedures 

Important change to Sandwell LSCB procedures 
 

With effect from 1st April 2017, Sandwell LSCB will share its procedures with 9 other LSCBs*. 

The ôregionalõ procedures manual will be made up of 3 levels: Statutory Child Protection Procedures; Regional  

Policy Guidance; Local Area Specific Information and Procedures/Protocols 

 

After a competitive quotation process, a company called Phew Design Ltd. have been awarded the contract to 

host the ‘regional’ procedures manual. Phew Design Ltd. already provide LSCB procedures in other areas  

including. Milton Keynes and Pan Sussex.  

 

The content of the Statutory Child Protection Procedures has already been approved by Sandwell LSCB in March 

2016 and work is progressing at a fast pace to finalise the Regional Policy Guidance. These will be endorsed on 

behalf of Sandwell LSCB through the Regional Safeguarding Procedures Group which has representation from 

each of the participating LSCBs. Phew Design Ltd will upload a range of documentation that we provide to form 

our Local Area Specific Information content e.g. contact details and threshold document.  In addition, we will have 

the flexibility to amend this content whenever we desire.  Sandwell LSCBs website will continue to provide a link to 

the new procedures however if you have links on your internal websites to LSCB procedures these will need to be 

updated on the go live date.    

 

For those agencies who work across several LSCBs, it is hoped that this arrangement will support front line staff to 

work more effectively across Local Authority boundaries. Some of the LSCBs in the region have, for various  

reasons, chosen not to join with a ‘regional’ approach to hosting their LSCB procedures. There remains an option 

for them to join the project at a future date and this will be for the individual LSCB to determine if they wish to do 

so. Cost and quality were key factors in the competitive quotation process and providing our LSCB procedures on 

a ‘regional’ basis has resulted in cash savings without compromising the quality of our approach to delivering this 

important aspect of our Board responsibilities. 

 
*Birmingham, Dudley, Herefordshire, Shropshire, Solihull, Telford and Wrekin, Walsall, Wolverhampton, Worcestershire  

The Children & Social Work Bill is now into the 

ôReport Stageõ in the House of Commons, to be  

followed by ôThird Readingõ prior to Royal Assent.   

 

Amendments continue to be submitted, including 

calls for personal social and health education to be 

made mandatory in all schools and for changes to 

the arrangements for secure accommodation and 

for refugee children.  

You can see the latest progress of the Bill by visit-

ing www.parliament.uk 

The Children & Social Work Bill 

http://www.mkscb.org/policy-procedures/
https://sussexchildprotection.procedures.org.uk/
https://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2016-2017/0121/cbill_2016-20170121_en_1.htm
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Update on the Baby Boxes project into Sandwell: 

Message from Children’s Social Care, QA & Safeguarding 

As you are all aware we launched our Signs of Safety 

Child Protection Conferences in Sandwell in July 

2016. It is still work in progress, but thank you  

everyone for working with us on our journey.   

 

Alongside the above, we have been really working 

hard to improve the standard of Child Protection 

Conferences so that we can make good safe deci-

sions about Children and young people and offer the 

right support to them and their families. This work 

has included developing practice standards,  

timeliness of Conferences, Outcome focussed Child 

Protection Plans, Social Work Reports and service 

user feedback.  We are also looking at ways we can 

gather our colleagues and partner agency feedback. 

We hope that these developments will all help to 

improve outcomes for children and their families in 

Sandwell.   

 

One of the things we need your help with is ensuring 

that Child Protection Conferences are quorate so that 

we have good quality information.  If a partner agency 

representative is unable to attend for unavoidable 

reasons, can you please:  

¶ Notify our Business Admin on 0121 569 4770 

at least 3 working days before the Conference 

¶ Arrange for another representative of your 

agency to attend on your behalf 

 

In all cases regardless of whether you attend or not, 

can you please submit an outcome focused report with 

analysis of risk at least 3 working days before an Initial 

Child Protection Conference to:  

quality_development@sandwell.gcsx.gov.uk  in  

respect of each child. 

 

You do not need to submit a report for a Review 

Child Protection Conference unless you did not at-

tend the most recent core group and contribute to the 

core group record to be presented to the Conference. 

Can you also ensure parents receive a copy of any re-

port you prepare at least 2 days prior to the Confer-

ence so that they are able to respond to any concerns 

or challenges raised. 

 

Thank you for your continued support . 

Families who have their baby at 

Sandwell and West Birmingham 

Hospitals NHS Trust will be the first 

in the region to receive a Finnish-

style Baby Box for their newborn to 

sleep in.  

The Baby Box tradition, which 

originates from Finland, has 

been credited with reducing 

the infant mortality rate in 

the country from 65 infant 

deaths per 1,000 births in 

1938 to 2.26 per 1,000 births 

in 2015. The UK has some of 

highest rates of infant  

mortality in Europe, ranking 

22nd out of the 50 European 

countries with 4.19 deaths 

per 1,000 births. 

If you have any further queries about this exciting venture please contact 

Jaki Bateman (Child Death Coordinator) on 0121 569 4801 or Debbie Brown 

(CDOP Chair) on 0121 612 2065.  For more information on the programme 

and the Baby Box University please go to - http://www.babyboxco.com/

pages/tradition. 

Debbie Brown, Chair of 

CDOP commented that 

æSandwell CDOP are  

delighted to have been  

Involved in the plans to 

bring Baby Boxes to  

Sandwell and West  

Birmingham.  We welcome 

this initiative, which  

alongside our Safer Sleep 

campaigns will help to  

reduce the number of  

sudden infant deaths.ç 

mailto:quality_development@sandwell.gcsx.gov.uk
http://www.babyboxco.com/pages/tradition
http://www.babyboxco.com/pages/tradition


Birmingham 
 

A Serious Case Review (SCR) was conducted following 

the tragic death of Fenton Hogan as a result of in-

gesting a lethal dose of methadone administered by 

his mother. His mother did not intend to take his life, 

and the findings of manslaughter at her trial confirm 

this was the case. Fenton’s death was neither predict-

able nor intended, and none of the agencies involved 

with him and his mother did anything which directly 

contributed to his death. The review concluded that 

the child’s death could not have been predicted, but 

identified important learning to be shared across all 

the agencies.  This review captured learning from sim-

ilar cases regionally and nationally where methadone 

overdose had been a significant factor. 

 

What did it tell us? 

Assessment planning and provision of support for 

parents receiving methadone treatment needs to take 

into account the potential risk for children living with-

in the household 

Avoid silo working – make sure you share vital infor-

mation with key agencies involved to co-ordinate ef-

fective intervention 

As in all cases, where substance misuse is a key part of 

a childõs daily life experiences, it is essential that you 

listen to and talk to all the children in the household 

At the earliest opportunity professionals should con-

sider when a case requires more than single agency 

intervention and use Threshold guidance to access 

additional support based on the level of need. 

The full report is available at: 

www.lscbbirmingham.org.uk  

Wolverhampton 
 

A review published earlier this year centres on a case 

in which the children of a Wolverhampton couple 

were taken into care in 2014 after an emergency ad-

mission to hospital identified significant concerns re-

garding their supervision and care.   The father was 

jailed for two years for gross neglect following a sub-

sequent child protection investigation.  The mother 

passed away in 2014 from alcohol related conditions.  

The family were well known to agencies and had first 

come to the attention of Children's Social Care in 

2006. The children were subject to range of interven-

tions including child protection plans, Child in Need 

and support from Early Help services. The children 

were accommodated in 2014 following concerns that 

the youngest child had a non-accidental injury.  

 

What did it tell us? 

This review has identified that, despite considerable 

professional concern and effort, the neglect these 

children were exposed to was not effectively ad-

dressed 

Despite the efforts of some individual practitioners 

there is little evidence of a whole system approach to 

addressing the family's identified problems. 

There was a lack of effective information sharing 

across the system. This was compounded by a marked 

lack of professional curiosity. 

Confident, mature, partnerships between front line 

practitioners need to be established to distinguish 

between a fragile system and a strong sustainable 

system. 

The full report is available at: 

www.wolverhamptonsafeguarding.org.uk  
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Learning from Serious Case Reviews - Regional 

 

Learning from Sandwell Reviews 

 
The following is learning taken from reviews carried out in Sandwell 

since May 2015.  It is important these are embedded in your practice. 

¶ Understand the lives of children and their experiences  

 ‘what is it like to be a child in this home?’ 

¶ Understand the impact of neglect and how to tackle it effectively 

¶ Share information and keep accurate, informative records in a 

timely manner 

¶ ACTIVELY LISTEN TO THE VOICES OF CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 

¶ Challenge those who do not appear to be taking action 

¶ Understand the importance of following cross border protocols and act on 

them 

¶ Use professional curiosity to challenge disguised compliance  

http://www.lscbbirmingham.org.uk
http://www.wolverhamptonsafeguarding.org.uk
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Staffordshire Safeguarding Children Board 

A message from Child B’s sibling to all professionals: 
 

 

What did it tell us? 

The Review finds that there was a persistent failure to recognise risk.   

There was a tendency to parent-centred practice.  Mum was described as pleasant, intelligent and articulate.  

She was believed to have insight into her difficulties and appeared to be help-seeking and keen to overcome 

problems.  In reality she did not engage with any agency in any meaningful way throughout the period of the 

review. As a consequence, she never changed and her children’s circumstances never changed. 

Poor inter-agency communication.   The agencies that were involved with Mum all had information that was 

relevant to the safeguarding process and the failure to share this information may have impacted adversely on 

the outcomes for Child B and her siblings. 

There was a failure to take into account the voice of the child.  Even though there are reports of children ex-

pressing their concerns and wishes to professionals, these were not taken seriously. 

Recognition of the impact of neglect.  Allegations of neglect were made 2 years prior to the death of this child.  

Support offered did not address this neglect but instead focused on the needs of adults. 

What can we do now? 

 

 

What method does your agency apply to ensure ac-

curate assessment of risk? 

 

Are you aware of your information sharing proto-

cols, including cross border and how do you apply 

them? 
 

How are the voices of children who experience pa-

rental substance misuse abuse and neglect actively 

heard and responded to? 

How confident are you in challenging parents when 

conflicting evidence is available? 

 òYou shouldõve been on our side, not my mumõs. You shouldõve listened to 

us but you didnõt, you picked her insteadó. 

Child B was a female child who mainly lived with her mother Adult S and her two older half-siblings. In July 

2014 Child B died aged 14 months old. At the time of her death she was the subject of a child protection plan 

under the category of neglect; this was mainly attributable to concerns about her mother’s alcohol misuse. 

Following her death, Child B was the subject of a post-mortem examination. Whilst the cause of death was 

unascertained and concluded that Child B had died from natural causes, there were concerns that Child B had 

died while co-sleeping with her mother and maternal grandmother; both of whom were believed to have 

been under the influence of  alcohol. 



Bitesize Dates coming up:  
 

 

Listening to the Voice of the Child  27 April 17 

Trafficking & Modern Day Slavery   05 April 17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

SOS Dates coming up:        06 April 17 

   

        More Dates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Understanding Extremism: 

TO BOOK a space please click HERE 

Bitesize Training:  
  

The SSCB Learning and  

Development (L&D) sub-group 

have coordinated the delivery of 

several Bitesize training sessions since Autumn 2016.  These 

sessions were aimed at either refreshing or updating delegate 

knowledge, or were being delivered for the first time.  The  

sessions covered the following key safeguarding areas: 

The following courses have been offered:   

¶ Threshold Bitesize 

¶ CSE & Missing Bitesize 

¶ SCR Bitesize 

¶ Listening to the Voice of the Child, 

¶ Trafficking & Modern Day Slavery  

  

Signs of Safety (SoS)  

awareness courses:  

 

Signs of Safety is a Solution Focussed 

Approach developed in the mid 1990s 

in Australia by Andrew Turnell and Ste-

ve Edwards. This approach, which facilitates communication 

with families and children, has been adopted by Sandwell Chil-

dren Services. The L&D sub-group is now offering SoS aware-

ness courses to all partners so that the model is shared by all 

partners. 

 

New Understanding Extremism: 
The L&D sub-group is now working in partnership with the Pre-

vent team to propose a new course which will explore and dis-

cuss issues relating to the ideology of Global Jihadism and the 

Far Right. The Training will equip delegates with an ideological 

understanding that underpins different extremist groups.  

SSCB Learning and Development 
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Impact Evaluation 
 

Impact Evaluation are important to assess how the training delivered to multi agency practitioners has impacted out-

comes for Children, young people and their families. 

 

While it is challenging to truly measure the direct impact of multi-agency training on staff behaviours or efficiency, 

as other factors will contribute to practice change and staff behaviours (i.e. agency input, organisation culture 

change, and independent study), it is possible to collect quantitative and qualitative data to indicate impact of learn-

ing on practice. Our current process has proved to be problematic to gather sufficient, quality data to reconcile im-

proved practice to training received.  This has been, in part, due to poor responses from delegates and possibly 

through the methodology utilised.  The L&D sub-group requests support from board partners to  emphasise the 

importance of engaging in the evaluation process within their own agencies.   
 

We are currently reviewing our offer for 2017-18 so watch this space for further training opportunities and new 

dates. You can register and book any of our courses via the below link: Sandwell Learning Pool 

http://sandwell.learningpool.com/mod/facetoface/view.php?f=82
http://sandwell.learningpool.com/enrol/index.php?id=250
http://sandwell.learningpool.com/mod/facetoface/view.php?f=78
http://sandwell.learningpool.com/course/view.php?id=255
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/419595/Working_Together_to_Safeguard_Children.pdf
http://sandwell.learningpool.com/
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‘Time to listen’: a joined 

up response to CSE and 

missing children 

CSE is a complex form of abuse, 

but it is possible to take action 

to prevent it. 

This is the main message from a 

Time to listen report of the find-

ings from 5 inspections looking at 

how agencies are responding to 

CSE and missing children. 

Background 
In 2015, the Home Office pub-

lished a report on Tackling child 

sexual exploitation. It included 

plans for a new system of inspec-

tions to assess how local agencies 

work together to protect children. 

Between April – August 2016, Of-

sted, Care Quality Commission, 

HM Inspectorate of Constabulary 

and HM Inspectorate of Probation 

carried out Joint Targeted Area 

Inspections (JTAIs) of the multi-

agency response to CSE and chil-

dren missing from home, care or 

education in South Tyneside, Ox-

fordshire, Central Bedfordshire, 

Croydon and Liverpool. 
Key agencies which were inspect-

ed include children’s social care; 

the police; adult probation ser-

vices; youth offending teams; 

health services; local safeguarding 

children boards (LSCBs). The Time 

to listen report presents the find-

ings of these JTAIs. 

The inspections highlighted 

the following activities 

which can be successful in 

tackling CSE: 
 

Mapping CSE in the Local 

Area 

1. Identify children who are at risk 

and understand patterns of abuse, 

enables agencies to target their 

resources effectively and develop 

specific approaches to tackle CSE 

2. Mapping is a continuous exercise 

as modes of offending and chil-

dren’ profiles can change over time 

3. It is recommended that a dedi-

cated professional, who has access 

to multi-agency information, is 

needed to map CSE, profile offend-

ers and keep local areas informed  

Raising Awareness of CSE 

1. A multi-agency approach to rais-

ing awareness of CSE in the com-

munity is key. 

2. Successful work to raise chil-

dren’s awareness of the risks of CSE 

includes:  

¶ drama performances in schools; 

involving young people in creat-

ing awareness raising materials 

¶ supporting children to speak 

out about their own experience 

¶ The most effective awareness-

raising activities are informed by 

knowledge about local patterns of 

offending, e.g. training taxi drivers in 

spotting CSE  

 

Working with Young People at 

Risk 

1. A variety of factors can make a 

child vulnerable to CSE, and children 

can come into contact with different 

agencies. Professionals need to be well-

informed and work together to ensure 

children get the right support 

2. Effective work include: 

¶ listening to and respecting young 

people; being sensitive and using 

appropriate language 

¶ persevering, especially with children 

who go missing  
 

Commitment from Leaders 

1. All leaders including council mem-

bers should have training on CSE and 

understand the local profile 

2. Strategic goals relating to CSE should 

be agreed across agencies; resources 

and training to achieve these must be 

made available.; they should be imple-

mented on the frontline 

3. Partnerships should be used as a 

source of learning and development to 

inform future practice. Areas to address 

include the links between CSE and oth-

er areas of risk to children and under-

standing how to respond effectively 

when children go missing. 

Government changes statutory definition of child sexual exploitation  
The government has changed the statutory definition of child sexual exploitation after concluding the previous 

version was æunclear and out of dateç.  The Department for Education has updated its Working Together child 

safeguarding guidance to reflect the changes, and issued a new guide for practitioners on working with child sexu-

al exploitation .  The Home Office updated the statutory CSE definition following a consultation earlier this year. 

The previous definition had been in place since 2009. 

 

The new definition 

Child sexual exploitation is a form of child sexual abuse. It occurs where an individual or group takes advantage of 

an imbalance of power to coerce, manipulate or deceive a child or young person under the age of 18 into sexual 

activity (a) in exchange for something the victim needs or wants, and/or (b) for the financial advantage or in-

creased status of the perpetrator or facilitator. The victim may have been sexually exploited even if the sexual ac-

tivity appears consensual. Child sexual exploitation does not always involve physical contact; it can also occur 

through the use of technology.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/556372/Time_to_listen___a_joined_up_response_to_child_sexual_exploitation_and_missing_children.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/408604/2903652_RotherhamResponse_acc2.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/408604/2903652_RotherhamResponse_acc2.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/556372/Time_to_listen___a_joined_up_response_to_child_sexual_exploitation_and_missing_children.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/556372/Time_to_listen___a_joined_up_response_to_child_sexual_exploitation_and_missing_children.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-safeguard-children--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/591903/CSE_Guidance_Core_Document_13.02.2017.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/591903/CSE_Guidance_Core_Document_13.02.2017.pdf
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Yellow app 

Over 240 clubs involved in football sexual abuse scandal 

In January 2017, a Guardian article explained that more 

than 240 clubs have been affected by British football’s 

historical child sexual abuse scandal since November 

2016. 

The wave of accusations followed the  revelations of for-

mer Crewe defender Andy Woodward’ s account of the 

horrific abuse he suffered from the age of 11 by one of 

his coaches. 

 

Operation Hydrant, the coordination hub set up in 2014 

to deal with historic abuse cases, has received 1,016 re-

ferrals from the NSPCC’s dedicated football hotline and police forces around the country, up from 819 before 

Christmas. The operation has so far identified 184 suspects and 526 potential victims, of whom 97% are male, 

with an age range from four to 20 when the alleged abuse took place. The majority of these referrals relate to 

football but victims from 22 different other sports including rugby, gymnastics, tennis, swimming and golf have 

been identified. 

Police urges anyone who may have been a victim of child sexual abuse to report it by dialling 101, or contacting 

the dedicated NSPCC helpline on 0800 023 2642, regardless of how long ago the abuse may have taken place.  

Anyone with any information regarding child sexual abuse is also urged to come forward. Police would then be 

able to assess whether there are current safeguarding risks and ensure that appropriate action is being taken to 

prevent children being abused today. 

A recent article in the IrishTimes exposed a 

new  

‘dating app’ for children called Yellow. 

 

Government’s child protection rapporteur 

warns that this new “friendship” app, poses 

dangers. The Yellow app has been dubbed 

“Tinder for kids” and as a potential “free-for-

all for sexual predators”.  

  

The app, increasingly popular with Irish teenagers, is being used to exchange sexually explicit photo-

graphs and to organise meetups for casual sex. Its developers say it is aimed at children aged 17 and 

over but new users are able to sign up for membership despite indicating they are under the age of 17. 

There is no tool to verify users’ ages and users can specify a preference for meeting new people who are 

as young as 13.  

 

Promoted as an app “to make amazing new friends”, Yellow is described by a succession of Dublin teen-

agers – who have spoken to The Irish Times – as being “all about sex”.  

Users of the app are asked their gender, date of birth, location and whether they would prefer to meet 

males, females or both. They are then invited to take a selfie, or use a photograph from their gallery. 

They are then ready to “chat”. As with other dating apps, such as Tinder, users can select people they 

would like to get in touch with by swiping right. 



Page 11 
 

An Exploration of Knowledge about Child Abuse Linked to Faith  

Female Genital Mutilation awareness raising campaign   

 

On Monday 6 February West Mid-

lands Police launched a new Fe-

male Genital Mutilation (FGM) 

awareness raising campaign to co-

incide with the International Day of 

Zero Tolerance to Female Genital 

Mutilation.  

FGM is an abhorrent crime that 

involves the mutilation of a girl’s 

genitals for so-called cultural or 

other non-medical reasons. It is a 

cultural practice, not a religious 

requirement. It is medically unnec-

essary, extremely painful and has 

serious health consequences, both 

at the time when the mutilation is 

carried out and in later life. 

 

A new piece of research investigates current knowledge and raises awareness of child abuse linked to faith or 

belief.  The research, An Exploration of Knowledge about Child Abuse Linked to Faith or Belief was commis-

sioned by the National Working Group on Child Abuse Linked to Faith or Belief and uses a multi-partner col-

laborative approach 

The research found: 

¶ 61% of respondents were confident they understood the term child abuse linked to faith or belief. 

The results show awareness of witchcraft and spirit possession but also other forms of child abuse that 

could be related to faith or belief such as FGM and excessive physical punishment 

¶ 33% of respondents were confident they can identify indicators of child abuse linked to faith or be-

lief.  Although nearly 2/3 of respondents were confident they could define child abuse linked to faith 

or belief only 1/3 were confident they could identify indicators of this form of abuse. 

¶ 52% of respondents were confident they would know how to respond professionally to child abuse 

linked to faith or belief.  Just over half of respondents were confident they could respond profession-

ally to this form of abuse, which may be linked to the findings that only 25% had received training on 

this issue. There was a clear call for specialised training in this area. Respondents stated that they had 

limited experience of working with child abuse linked to faith or belief, this could be argued to affect 

confidence levels and again emphasises the need for targeted training. 

¶ 77% of respondents don’t know if their LSCB includes policy and procedure on child abuse linked to 

faith or belief. 

http://vcf-uk.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/An-Exploration-of-Knowledge-about-Child-Abuse-linked-to-Faith-or-Belief.pdf
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Note of Interest 

Experiences of children in custody 
  

 Her Majestyés Inspectorate of Prisons (HMIP) has recently published a report on the experiences of 12-18-year-olds   

who were in secure training centres and young offender institutions in England and Wales in 2015/16. Key findings 

from 767 questionnaires completed by children detained at every secure training centre and young offender insti-

tution include:  

23% of respondents in secure training centres reported feeling unsafe at some point since their arrival 

31% reported being victimised by being shouted at through windows  

46% of the boys in young offender institutions who responded to the survey said they had, at some point, felt un-

safe at their establishment 

35% reported being victimised by other detainees 

  

Further information: Children in custody 2015ä16: an analysis of 12ä18-year-oldsé perceptions of their experiences 

in secure training centres and young offender institutions (PDF). 

 

A national law change is on its way which will affect pre-charge bail! 

 
The new Policing and Crime Bill will be introduced on Monday 3rd April 2017 and as a result there will be changes 

to the way in which Police Forces are able to utilise bail and bail conditions for those arrests for criminal offences.   

 

Currently the police use pre-charge bail to allow for further 

investigation to be carried out.  This new legislation restricts 

the use of pre-charge bail and introduces a requirement for 

bail to be used only when it is necessary and proportionate.   

In fact, there will now be many cases where the imposition of 

bail will not meet these requirements.  The reforms will stop 

people remaining on bail for lengthy periods with no inde-

pendent judicial scrutiny of its continued necessity.   

 

This is likely to impact upon how the Police works with our 

partners to safeguard during  criminal investigations.   

Furthermore, this fundamentally changes presumptions about what happens to suspects when investigations are 

on-going after their arrest, and is likely to cause concern to victims. 

Supporting unaccompanied asylum seeking and refugee children 

 

The Association of Directors of Children’s Services (ADCS) has published a thematic report on the needs of unac-

companied asylum seeking children (UASC) and the services available or being developed by councils to support 

them. Key findings include:  

¶  over a third of UASC displayed psychological symptoms upon arrival, such as post-traumatic stress disorder, 

flashbacks and depression;  

¶  over 75% of local authorities who responded to the research talked about the struggle to find placements for 

UASC, citing the national shortage of foster care placements;  

¶  ADCS has calculated that the grant funding provided by the Home Office covers on average 50% of the costs of 

caring for a UASC. 

Further information: Safeguarding pressures phase 5: special thematic report: unaccompanied asylum seeking 

and refugee children (PDF)  
 

http://adcs.org.uk/assets/documentation/ADCS_UASC_Report_Final_FOR_PUBLICATION.pdf
http://adcs.org.uk/assets/documentation/ADCS_UASC_Report_Final_FOR_PUBLICATION.pdf


 

Education update 

Reminder that female staff can also 

groom and abuse pupils 

 
Until recently, the perpetrators of sexual offences 

against children have typical been thought of men.  

It is now appreciated that women can also groom 

and abuse young people and the recent court case 

described below is one example.  It is also an exam-

ple of how residential visits can offer opportunities 

to offenders. 
Female teaching assistant abused 15-year old pupil 

on a school residential visit 

  

Serious Case Review – Southbank Inter-

national School 

 

In our Winter 2015 SSCB Newsletter we highlighted 

a SCR that had been undertaken in respect of 

Southbank International School which primarily 

related to practice in the school.  The SCR looked at 

the conduct of a teacher who had abused at least 

50 children whilst on residential school trips over a 

four year period, and stated that ôThe Department 

for Education should be asked to revise the training 

requirement within Keeping Children Safe in Educa-

tion to include training on the modus operandi of sex 

offenders and consideration should be given as to 

how to encourage such an approach across the wider 

childrenõs workforce.' 

The process by which staff in schools might groom 

and abuse pupils is a key part of Safer Recruitment 

training. The School Staffing (England) Regulations 

2009 require governing bodies of maintained 

schools to ensure that at least one person on any 

appointment panel has undertaken safer recruit-

ment training.  

However Safer Recruitment processes are much, much 

more than just the interview and extending at least 

some of the training to people in other roles is im-

portant. 
  

Whistleblowing 
 

Working Together to Safeguard Children (2015) says, 

‘organisations should haveêclear whistleblowing proce-

dures, which reflect the principles in Sir Robert Francisõs 

Freedom to Speak Up review and are suitably referenced 

in staff training and codes of conduct, and a culture that 

enables issues about safeguarding and promoting the 

welfare of children to be addressed’ 

 

Body Image and Ad-

vertising Resources 

  
Research shows that over 

half of girls and a quarter of 

boys think their peers have 

body image problems. It is 

important that children un-

derstand the role media 

plays in building self-image 

and in undermining or rein-

forcing self-esteem. Media 

Smart have created a teach-

ing resource for KS2 look-

ing at the issue of body image.  
Media Smart is a not-for-profit company that creates 

free educational materials for schools, teachers and 

young people to encourage thinking critically about the 

advertising they come across in their daily lives 
Media Smart - Body Image Resources 

 

 

 

SSCB Business Unit 

On behalf of the Safeguarding Board we sincerely hope you find this newsletter useful and we look forward to 

providing a further update in Spring 2017. 

For further information about any of the topics covered in this newsletter, or for information about the wider 

work of Sandwell Safeguarding Children Board, please contact the SSCB Business Unit:- Tel: 0121 569 4800 | 

Email: lscb_sandwell@sandwell.gov.uk 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/11/02/teaching-assistant-faces-jail-after-admitting-sex-acts-on-a-scho/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/11/02/teaching-assistant-faces-jail-after-admitting-sex-acts-on-a-scho/
http://sandwelllscb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/SSCB-Newsletter-Winter-2015-Final.pdf
http://safeguardinginschools.us12.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=efe032677d94ceba51dd39a7f&id=8572f2315c&e=f84a3fd903
mailto:lscb_sandwell@sandwell.gov.uk
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